
Coming Winter 2025-2026
3 Great Programs
Save the Date

AgricultureAppreciation Lunch
Come celebrate Logan County Agriculture & the people who
make it great!! February 4     Noon

Leann Martin
Agriculture & Natural

Resources Extension Agent
leann.martin@uky.edu

KY-TN Grain Day

SAVE THE DATES
PRIVATE PESTICIDE
WINTER WHEAT MEETING
AG APPRECIATION LUNCH
SOYBEAN MANAGEMENT
DEER SCHOOL
FARMING 101
COMMODITY CONFERENCE
FRUIT & VEGETABLE CONF. 
GARDEN TO GROCERIES
CATTLE TIMELY TIPS
BEEF MANAGEMENT WEBINARS
TOBACCO GAP 
STEER SHOW & SALE
4-H LIVESTOCK
ALFALFA & FORAGE CONF.
ROW CROP FINANCIAL WORKSHOP
KY-TN GRAIN DAY
BEEF & CATTLE MARKETS
CATTLEMEN QUARTERLY
DKY DAIRY CONF. 
SOIL SAMPLES
OTHER NEWSLETTERS
UPCOING DATES
RECIPE

I N  T H I S  I S S U E

Logan County Extension
255 John Paul Ave

Russellville, KY 42276
270-726-6323

2 0 2 5 - 2 0 2 6  W I N T E R

AG HAPPENINGS
Agriculture & Natural Resources Extension Newsletter

L O G A N  C O U N T Y  C O O P E R A T I V E  E X T E N S I O N  S E R V I C E

Annual Grain Day Conference with great line-up of speakers &
trade show full of area businesses & services. 

February 6     8 am - 1:30 pm

South Central KYDeer School
Brand New Program for all the wildlife enthusiasts, deer
hunters, landowners, and conservationists. 

Dec. 22 Jan. 6 Jan. 20 Feb. 3 6 pm



February 3, 2026

Bruce Convention
Center

Hopkinsville, KY
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UK Winter Wheat
Meeting
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Great For All Ages
& Experience Levels

Registration Now Open!
Register before Jan. 9  th

for $20 OFF
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Spring Calving Cow Herd 
Be sure that weaned heifer calves are on a feeding program that wil l  enable them to reach about 65% of
their mature weight before the start of  the breeding season. Rations should be balanced to achieve
gains suff icient to get heifers from their current weight to that “target”  weight.  Heifers should reach
their target weight approximately 30 days before the start of  the breeding season.
Body condition is  important,  plan an adequate winter program for cows to be at least body condition
score 5 (carrying enough f lesh to cover the ribs)  before the calving and breeding season. This wil l  help
them to breed early in the spring.  Thin cows should be fed to regain body condition prior to winter.  
Divide the herd into groups for winter feeding:

             -  weaned heifer calves
             -  f irst-calf  heifers,  second-calvers and thin mature cows
             -  the remainder of the dry cows which are in good body condition
             -  herd sires

Begin feeding the lowest quality forage to dry cows which are in good condition 
     during early winter and save the best hay for calving time or for weaned calves.

Order and number ear tags for next year ’s  calf  crop this winter.  It  is  also a good time to catch up on
     freeze branding and replacing lost ear tags.  

UK Beef Management Webinar Series
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Cattle Timely Tips

General  
Complete soi l  testing pastures to check for ferti l ity and pH.
Consider putting down geotexti le fabric and covering with gravel  in
feeding areas before you begin hay feeding to minimize waste of
expensive hay.
Another option to consider for winter feeding is  bale grazing.  Bale
grazing helps spread nutrients across the pasture and can have
regenerative effects on your pastures.
Monitor body condition and increase feed,  i f  needed, for al l  classes of
cattle.  It  often gets cold in December and the nutrients needs of cattle
increase as temperatures fal l  below their comfort level .  Be especial ly
mindful  of  cold,  wet conditions and increase energy avai labi l ity.  

Fall  Calving Cow Herd  
The fal l  breeding season has started.  Breeding can best be accomplished on stockpiled fescue pasture;
otherwise,  cows with calves should be fed 25-30 pounds of good quality hay or its equivalent.
Supplement with grain,  i f  needed, and minimize hay waste.  DON’T ALLOW THESE COWS TO LOSE BODY
CONDITION PRIOR TO OR DURING THE BREEDING SEASON. 
If  you haven’t  turned bulls  out yet,  have a Breeding Soundness Evaluation (BSE) performed on them
(even if  you used them this spring) .  A BSE is a risk management tool  as BSE’s accurately identify
inferti le bulls .
Observe performance of bulls  during breeding season. Watch cows for return to estrus,  i f  you see
several  in heat,  try to determine the cause and consider changing bulls .

Jan. 8 - Making the Most of the Good Years: Profits, Reinvestment, & Tax
Management in Beef Cattle
Feb. 12 - Impacts of Bull Nutrition During Development on Semen Quality
March 12 - Bull Selection Practices in KY: What Are We Doing Right &
What Could We Improve

If you are interested and would like to register, send an email to dbullock@uky.edu with “Beef Webinar Series” in
the subject line along with your Name & County in the message. The Zoom link and password will be sent to you.

7 pm
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STEER SHOW, SALE &
CARCASS CONTEST
STEER SHOW, SALE &
CARCASS CONTEST
LOGAN COUNTY CATTLEMEN ASSOCIATION

DATES TO KNOW
35 Exhibitors Weighed in

50 Steers

Preliminary Weigh In
April 14  4pm - 7pm
Show Day
May 26   1 pm

Call the Extension Office for more
information 270-726-6323

Extension Newsletter /
Programs Survey

We are updating our
newsletter list 

and are wanting
your help! 

Please scan the QR Code with your
phone to answer a few questions
about how you would like to receive
your Ag Newsletter. We also want to
know what programs you would like
more information on or new
programs we can bring to Logan
County.



4-H Livestock Club

4-H Livestock
Judging Club

ALFALFA & STORED
FORAGE CONFERENCE
February 24

8am - 3:30pm
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4-H LIVESTOCK CLUB & JUDGING CLUB
All 4-H Livestock Exhibitors are required to have 

6 hours of Livestock Education prior to the Steer & Hog shows.
To gain your hours, check out the 4-H Livestock Clubs

To stay connected &
aware of upcoming
meetings, scan the

QR Codes

Logan County Extension Office
255 John Paul Rd. Russellville, KY

1.  New Hay Testing Program Through UK
Regulatory Services

2.Hay Market Reports: Finding Data for Hay
Sales in KY & Nationally

3.New Product Line Up
4.Weed Control for Hay Production
5.Do I have Insecticide Resistance:

What Can I Spray
6.New Discoveries of Beneficial Compounds

in Alfalfa
7.Fertilizing to Maximize Hay Production
8.What I Look for When Buying Hay
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Agents in KY & TN Join Forces
to Help Grain Farmers
In response to a very uncertain
year in grain farming,  the Agents
from KY & TN have joined forces
to help grain farmers prepare for
their f inancial  futures by
navigating the ever-changing
markets and rising input costs.  

Trade Show
Vendor Spots
Now Available
Any agriculture
business or
supporter that
would l ike the
opportunity to
be a part of  our
KY-TN Grain
Day Vendor
Show, please
call  the Logan
County
Extension Office
for more detai ls .
270-726-6323

2025 KY Soybean & Corn
Variety Trials Results are
Available Now
Come by the Logan County Extension Office
for a copy of the Soybean & Corn Variety
Performance Trial Results. 



U.S.  cattle inventories are at their lowest
since the 1950s,  total ing 86.7 mil l ion
head as of January 1 ,  2025.  Arkansas
cattle inventory in 2025 totaled 1 .56
mil l ion,  Kentucky totaled 1 .85 mil l ion,
and Mississippi totaled 810 mil l ion,  al l
the lowest inventories in at least the last
60 years.  The U.S.  cattle industry began
cattle herd l iquidation when inventories
peaked at 94.7 mil l ion head in 2019 and
have reduced by eight mil l ion head since
that t ime (chart above) .  Liquidating
inventories is  one phase of the cattle cycle,  a 10-12-year pattern of expanding and contracting
cattle numbers driven by changes in producer profitabil ity and worsened by drought.  The impacts
of historical ly t ight cattle numbers are being felt  at  every stage of the beef supply chain.
 

2025 cattle on feed inventories have averaged 11 .44 mil l ion through November,  a decline of 1 .5%
compared to 2024 over the same period.  Despite longer days on feed and record dressed weights,
t ighter cattle supplies are affecting the number of cattle placed on feed and those leaving
feedlots.  Through October,  cumulative feedlot placements have totaled 17 .6 mil l ion or 6.4 percent
lower year over year.  Fed cattle slaughter in 2025 through mid-December has averaged 6.2
percent lower compared to 2024.  Together,  these trends have contributed to lower beef
production.  The December World Agricultural  Supply and Demand Estimates from the USDA
forecast 2025 beef production at 25.95 bi l l ion pounds,  or 1 .03 bi l l ion pounds (4.1  percent)  below
2024 production.  

Cattle and beef prices are sharply higher through the f irst half  of  2025 (chart below).  Arkansas
steer prices for 500-600 lb.  calves have averaged $371/cwt year-to-date through November,  up
29 percent from the same period in 2024 and more than double the 2019-2023 average.  Arkansas
feeder cattle prices (700-800 lb)  are averaging $314/cwt,  a 32 percent year-over-year increase.
Kentucky and Mississippi prices have fol lowed similar trends.  Fed cattle prices in the f ive-area
region are averaging $224/cwt,  up 20 percent from last year,  while the Choice boxed beef cutout
has averaged $359/cwt—17 percent higher than 2024 and close to 37 percent above the 2019-2023
average.
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A Review of 2025 Beef & Cattle Markets
James Mitchell, University of Arkansas

Market fundamentals and strong prices suggest there are
incentives to begin rebuilding the U.S.  cow herd,  however,  the
signals for expansion remain muted at this point.  While beef
cow slaughter has come down by 17 percent,  there is  l itt le
evidence a beef heifer retention occurring at a scale that would
imply that signif icant expansion is occurring.  Structural
constraints,  input costs,  and f inancial  considerations wil l  l ikely
delay a rapid recovery in beef cow numbers.  Policy uncertainty
is also a key factor to watch and the past few months has shown
how sensitive cattle markets are to it .  The herd rebuild,  when it
does occur,  wil l  be slower than the last rebuild that began in
2014.  This slower speed is l ikely to mean relatively t ight
supplies and support for cattle prices for the next few years.



A Review of 2025 Beef & Cattle Markets, cont.
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To stay up-to-date with al l
market happenings,  
scan the QR code &

subscribe to the Catt le
Market Weekly Notes

Stay Connected
For more up-to-date information from the UK Beef Specialist on current
topics, health news, and timely tips, check out the “Off the Hoof” Newsletter.
You can look at past newsletters or subscribe to receive the newsletter
directly each month. Scan the QR code with the camera on your phone to go
directly to the newsletter website. 

Off the Hoof
Newsletter

Beef Center
for Excellence

Website
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Tickets On Sale Now
breakfast and lunch included

Conference sign-in begins at 8
a.m. CST

Scan QR Code or visit :  
https://kchc2026.eventbrite.com

Tickets non-refundable  after
January 29,  2026

Credits :  
CCA :  6 CEUs in IPM;
KY Pesticide Applicator :  5  CEUs
for Category 1A & 1  CEU for
Category 10
TN CEU Available

Registration Now Open
https://www.kydairy.org/annualmeeting.html

Logan Co. Cattlemen
Quarterly Meeting

March 21, 2026 
LC Extension Office

6:30 pm

Beef Bits Podcast
UK Beef Extension special ist
Jeff  Lehmkuhler & his guests
share general  info.  on beef

catt le production,  research &
other related info.

UK Beef IRM Facebook
Check out the UK Beef IRM

Facebook Page for Upcoming
programs and events 
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I s  t h i s  h a y  a n y  g o o d  –  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  R e l a t i v e  F o r a g e  Q u a l i t y
There are lots of  ways to answer the question ‘ Is  my hay any good?’  Producers know to look at the
crude protein (CP) content and know a higher value means higher quality.  Some wil l  go to TDN, or
total  digestible nutrients,  and make a judgement from that value.  For some time, we have had a term,
Relative Feed Value (RFV),  as a useful  index for forage quality.  The RFV index was an effective way to
communicate forage quality,  but unfortunately it  was designed to work primari ly with alfalfa and
alfalfa containing hays.  RFV discriminates against grasses.

Now there is  a new forage index,  Relative Forage Quality (RFQ),  that al lows one number to describe
the value of hay across al l  types of forages.  RFQ is a better index because it  uses improved formulas
for digestibi l ity and intake that take into account crude protein,  non-fiber carbohydrates,  the fat
content and the digestibi l ity of  the f iber component.  RFQ also has different intake and digestibi l ity
equations for grasses and legumes.  The net result  is  that RFQ is an index that can be used to compare
across al l  forage types.  An RFQ value of 140 would mean the same whether it  was from an alfalfa or a
grass sample.  In short,  RFQ or Relative Forage Quality provides the best hay quality value to answer
the question,  “Is my hay any good?” To get RFQ on one of your future forage tests,  consult  the
commercial  lab’s  menu of avai lable forage tests.

This is  an excerpt of Dr. Henning’s Forage Doctor  column in the Nov.  7  issue of Farmer’s Pride.  For the
ful l  article go to:  www.thefarmerspride.com.

Beginning in July 2025, Routine Tests for Soil
Samples will be FREE for all Logan County clients

Soil SamplesFREE
Deliver samples to the

Extension Office by noon on
Tuesday to make the weekly

shipment to the Lab.

Additional Testing also available, prices vary

Hay Testing Available
B r i n g  s a m p l e s  i n t o  t h e

L o g a n  C o .  E x t e n s i o n
O f f i c e  o r  d e l i v e r  t h e m
d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  B a r r e n

C o u n t y  K S U  O f f i c e

Other Great Newsletters to Check Out
The University of Kentucky has a
variety of different newsletters
from several departments on a
vast number of topics. - Check
them out! KY 

Forage
News

KY Pest
News

KY Field
Crops
News

KY Dairy
Notes

Cheep &
Chirp

KY Sheep
& Goat



UK Beef Management WebinarFeb. 12 Zoom

Private Pesticide TrainingFeb. 10 LC Extension Office9:00 AM

Garden to GroceriesFeb. 12 Zoom12:00 PM

KY Crop Health ConferenceFeb. 5 Bowling Green, KY9:00 AM

Tobacco GapFeb. 25 LC Extension Office9:30 AM

KY-TN Grain DayFeb. 6 LC Extension Office8:00 AM

Alfalfa & Storage Forage ConferenceFeb. 24 LC Extension Office8:00 AM
KY Dairy ConferenceFeb. 24-25 Bowling Green, KY

Garden to GroceriesMarch 12 Zoom12:00 PM
UK Beef Management WebinarMarch 12 Zoom7:00 PM

Private Pesticide TrainingFeb. 10 LC Extension Office6:00 PM

Cattlemen Quarterly MeetingMarch 21 LC Extension Office6:30 PM
Steer Show Preliminary Weigh InApril 14 LC Extension Office4:00 pm
Logan County Youth Steer ShowMay 26 LC Extension Ag Arena1:00 PM

A G  H A P P E N I N G SP A G E  1 4

Upcoming Dates

UK Beef Management WebinarJan. 8 Zoom7:00 PM
Garden to GroceriesJan. 8 Zoom12:00 PM

Deer SchoolJan. 20 LC Extension Office6:00 PM

Intensive Soybean Management WorkshopJan. 14 Bowling Green, KY12:00 PM

Private Pesticide TrainingJan. 22 LC Extension Office9:00 AM

South Central KY Deer SchoolFeb. 3 LC Extension Office6:00 PM

KY Fruit & Vegetable ConferenceJan. 11-13 Bowling Green, KY

UK Winter Wheat MeetingFeb. 3 Hopkinsville, KY

Row Crop Financial Planning WorkshopJan. 14 Springfield, TN8:00 AM
KY Commodity ConferenceJan. 15 Bowling Green, KY

South Central KY Deer SchoolJan. 6 LC Extension Office6:00 PM

Ag Appreciation LuncheonFeb. 4 LC Extension Office11:30 AM

South Central KY Deer SchoolDec. 22 LC Extension Office6:00 PM

Kentucky Cook Wild Recipe- Venison Chili


